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(54) Three-hooked device for fixing spinal column 



(57) A spine fixing device includes a main hooked 
seat (1 0), two extension hooks (22), and two fastening 
members (30). The main hooked seat is provided with 
a main hooked portion (12), two extension arms (14), 
and two fastening rods (16) for fastening two fixation 
rods (40) of the prior art. The extension hook is provided 
at one end with a curved portion, and at other end with 
an adjustment portion which is fastened with one of the 



two extension arms of the main hooked seat by one of 
the two fastening members. The device is retained in 
the back of one spinal segment such that the main 
hooked portion is inserted into a portion of the spinal 
canal of the spinal segment, and that the extension arms 
embrace the spinal projection of the spinal segment, 
and further that the curved portions of the extension 
hooks, catch two different portions of the spinal canal of 
the spinal segment from the opposite direction. 




00 

o 

CO 
CO 



Fig. 1 



Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



1 



EP 1 346 708 A1 



2 



Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present invention relates general ly to a de- 
vice for fixing a spine under treatment, and more partic- 
ularly to a there-hooked device which is retained in the 
back of one spinal segment to facilitate the fixing of the 
spine. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] There are a variety of conventional devices for 
use in fixing an injured or deformed vertebra. For exam- 
ple, the Halifax Tx Inter/aminar Clamp System of THE 
AME Corp. of the U.S. comprises a fastening bolt and 
a nut by means of which the spinal fixation is done. The 
spinal fixation effect of this prior art clamp system is poor 
in view of the fact that the nut is apt to become unfas- 
tened with the fastening bolt due to the intervertebral 
stress. 

[0003] With the view of overcoming the deficiency of 
the prior art device described above, this inventor of the 
present invention developed two spinal fixation devices, 
which are respectively disclosed in the U.S. Pat. Nos. 
5,454,812 and 5,380,326. 

[0004] I n light of lack of a spinal fixation device which 
is designed to fix only one spinal segment so as to fa- 
cilitate the spinal surgery, this inventor of the present 
invention developed a vertebral fixation device, which is 
disclosed in the U.S. Pat. No. 5,507,747. This device is 
complicated in design in that it is formed of many com- 
ponent parts. In other words, the device tends to com- 
plicate and prolong the surgical operation, especially in 
a situation calling for treatment of multiple vertebrae. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



one side near the undersurface with a main hooked por- 
tion, and near the uppersurface with two extension 
arms. The main hooked seat is further provided with two 
fastening rods extending therefrom. The main hooked 

5 seat serves to retain the spinal segment in such a man- 
ner that the main hooked portion is inserted into the spi- 
nal canal of the spinal segment, and that the two exten- 
sion arms embrace the spinal projection of the spinal 
segment. The two extension hooks are provided at one 

10 end with a curved portion, and at other end with an ad- 
justment portion. The curved portion serves to catch the 
spinal canal of the spinal segment, whereas the adjust- 
ment portion is adjustably fastened with the extension 
arm of the main hooked seat by the fastening member. 

15 The fastening member is formed of a sleeve and a tight- 
ening piece for fixing securely the adjustment portion 
which is adjustably received in the sleeve along with the 
extension arm. 

[0008] In operation, the device of the present inven- 
20 tion is retained in the back of any one of the spinal seg- 
ments such that the main hooked portion of the main 
hooked seat and the curved portions of the two exten- 
sion hooks hold the spinal canal of the spinal segment, 
and that the two fastening rods of the main hooked seat 
25 are fastened with the conventional fixation rods or fixa- 
tion screws. 

[0009] The component parts of the device of the 
present invention are made of a metal material implant- 
able in the human body, such as the iron-based stain- 
30 less steel 31 6 LVM (stainless steel 31 6 LUM), the tita- 
nium-based material Ti-6-4, the cobalt-molybdenum- 
chromium allow etc. 

[0010] The features and the advantages of the 
present invention will be more readily understood upon 
35 a thoughtful deliberation of the following detailed de- 
scription of a preferred embodiment of the present in- 
vention with reference to the accompanying drawings. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

40 

[0011] 

Fig. 1 shows an exploded view of the preferred em- 
bodiment of the present invention. 

45 Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of preferred em- 
bodiment of the present invention in combination. 
Fig. 3 shows a schematic plan view of the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention being fas- 
tened to the back of the spinal segments. 

50 Fig. 4 shows a perspective view of preferred em- 
bodiment of the present invention being fastened to 
the back of the lumbar vertebrae. 



[0005] It is the primary objective of the present inven- 
tion to provide a three-hooked device for fixing one spi- 
nal segment. The three-hooked device comprises a 
main hooked seat and two extension hooks. The fixation 
of one spinal segment is attained by a main hooked por- 
tion of the main hooked seat and one hooked end of the 
two extension hooks. 

[0006] It is another objective of the present invention 
to provide a three-hooked device for fixing any one of 
the spinal segments. The three-hooked device compris- 
es a main hooked seat which is provided with two fas- 
tening rods extending therefrom forf ixing the spinal seg- 
ment in conjunction with the conventional fastening 
members, such as fixation rod, fixation screw, and the 
like. 

[0007] In keeping with the principle of the present in- 
vention, the foregoing objectives of the present inven- 
tion are attained by a three-hooked device comprising 
a main hooked seat, two extension hooks, and two fas- 
tening members. The main hooked seat is provided on 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

[0012] As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a three-hooked de- 
vice embodied in the present invention comprises a 
main hooked seat 10, two extension hooks 20, and two 
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fastening members 30. 

[0013] The main hooked seat 10 is provided on one 
side near the undersurface with a main hooked portion 
12, and near the uppersurface with two extension arms 
14 extending in the same direction at an interval. The 
extension arms 14 are provided on the upperside with 
a knurled portion 140. The main hooked seat 10 is fur- 
ther provided with two fastening rods 1 6 extending from 
locations opposite to the two extension arms 14. 
[0014] The two extension hooks 20 are provided at 
one end with a curved portion 22, and at other end with 
an adjustment portion 24 which is provided on the un- 
derside with a knurled portion (not shown in the draw- 
ings). 

[0015] The two fastening members 30 are formed of 
a sleeve 32 and a tightening piece 34. The sleeve 32 is 
provided with a threaded hole 320 engageable with the 
tightening piece 34. The fastening members 30 are used 
to fasten adjustably the extension hooks 20 with the ex- 
tension arms 14 of the main hooked seat 10 such that 
the adjustment portion 24 of the extension hooks 20 and 
the extension arm 14 of the main hooked seat 10 are 
received in the sleeve 32, and that the knurled portion 
1 40 of the extension arm 1 4 is in contact with the knurled 
portion of the adjustment portion 24 of the extension 
hooks 20, and further that the adjustment portion 24 is 
tightened against the extension arm 1 4 by the tightening 
piece 34 which is engaged with the threaded hole 320 
of the sleeve 32. 

[0016] In operation, the three-hooked device of the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention is em- 
ployed in conjunction with two fixation rods 40 of a de- 
vice disclosed in the U.S. Pat. No. 5,582,61 2 which was 
issued to this inventor of the present invention. The two 
fixation rods 40 are coupled with the two fastening rods 
16 of the main hooked seat 10 by two coupling members 
50. The coupling member 50 has two through holes 52 
for receiving the fixation rod 40 and the fastening rod 1 6 
respectively, and has two threaded holes 54 perpendic- 
ular to the through holes 52. The coupling member 50 
is fastened with the fastening rod 1 6 of the main hooked 
seat 10 by inserting the fastening rod 16 into the through 
hole 52 at one end of the coupling member 50 and 
threading a fastening screw 56 into the corresponding 
threaded hole 54, and then the fixation rod 40 is inserted 
into the through hole 52 at another end of the coupling 
member and is tightened by a tightening piece which is 
engaged with the corresponding threaded hole 54. 
[0017] As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, the device of 
the present invention is used in the surgical operation 
in such amannerthatthemain hooked seat 1 0 is located 
between two spinal segments 60, and that the main 
hooked portion 1 2 is inserted into the spinal canal of one 
of the two spinal segments 60, and that the two exten- 
sion arms 14 of the main hooked seat 10 embrace the 
spinal projection 62 of that one spinal segment 60. 
Thereafter, the sleeves 32 of the fastening members 30 
are respectively fitted over the extension arms 14 before 



the curved portion 22 of the extension hooks 20 catches 
a portion of the spinal canal of that one spinal segment 
60, with the portion being separated from an insertion 
portion into which the main hooked portion 12 was pre- 

5 viously inserted. The adjustment portion 24 of the ex- 
tension hooks 20 is inserted into the sleeve 32 such that 
the knurled portion of the underside of the adjustment 
portion 24 comes in contact with the knurled portion 140 
of the extension arm 14, and that the adjustment portion 

10 24 is tightened against the extension arm 1 4 by the tight- 
ening piece 34 which is engaged with the threaded hole 
320 of the sleeve 32. The fixation rods 40 are coupled 
with the device of the present invention in conjunction 
with the coupling members 50. It is suggested that the 

15 two extension hooks 20 and the main hooked seat 10 
are kept as closely as possible, so as to enhance the 
clamping effect on the same spinal segment 60. 



20 Claims 

1 . A spine fixing device comprising: 

a main hooked seat provided on one side near 
25 an undersurface with a main hooked portion, 

and near an uppersurface with two extension 
arms, said main hooked seat further provided 
with two fastening rods; 
two extension hooks provided at one end with 
30 a curved portion, and at other end with an ad- 

justment portion; and 

two fastening members for fastening said ex- 
tension arms of said main hooked seat with said 
adjustment portions of said two extension 
35 hooks. 

2. The spine fixing device as defined in claim 1 , where- 
in each of said fastening members is formed of a 
sleeve and a tightening piece, said sleeve being 

40 provided with a threaded hole engageable with said 
tightening piece, wherein said sleeve receives said 
extension arm and said adjustment portion such 
that said adjustment portion is tightened against 
said extension arm by said tightening piece via said 

45 threaded hole of said sleeve. 

3. The spine fixing device as defined in claim 2, where- 
in said extension arm of said main hooked seat is 
provided on an upperside thereof with a knurled 

50 portion; wherein said adjustment portion is provided 
on an underside with a knurled portion; wherein said 
extension arm and said adjustment portion are fas- 
tened in said sleeve such that said knurled portion 
of said extension arm comes in contact with said 

55 knurled portion of said adjustment portion. 

4. The spine fixing device as defined in claim 1 , where- 
in each of said two fastening rods of said main 
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hooked seat is intended to fasten with a fixation rod. 

5. The spine fixing device as defined in claim 4 further 
comprising two couplings members, each of which 

is for fastening the fixation rod to said fastening rod, 5 
wherein said coupling member is provided with a 
first through hole and a first threaded hole in com- 
munication with said first through hole, said first 
through hole being used to receive the fixation rod 
which is tightened by a first tightening piece via said 10 
first threaded hole of said coupling member; said 
coupling member is further provided with a second 
through hole and a second threaded hole in com- 
munication with said second through hole, said sec- 
ond through hole being used to receive the fasten- 15 
ing rod which is tightened by a second tightening 
piece via said second threaded hole of said cou- 
pling member. 

6. The spine fixing device as defined in claim 1 , where- 20 
in said two extension arms extend from the hooked 
seat in the same direction at an interval, and said 
two fastening rods extend from locations opposite 

to the two extension arms. 
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